Why we chose to do the Tunnels of Moose Jaw:
We chose the tunnels because it is a cool place and we would really like to see them. It is also very interesting to learn about.
What are the Moose Jaw Tunnels?
The Moose Jaw tunnels are a series of famous underground passages located on Main Street in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. They are now a highly famous tourist attraction.
When and why were the tunnels made?
The tunnels were originally built in 1908 for underground city steam heating. When that failed they were quickly repurposed by Chinese immigrants and American Gangster Al Capone.
Chinese Immigrants Usage
The Chinese immigrants used the tunnel to escape head taxes, severe racism and poor living conditions.
How did Al Capone use the Tunnels?
Al Capone used the tunnels to move alcohol around when alcohol was illegal. He also used them to out run the police.
Who is Al Capone?
Al Capone is an American gangster who lived from 1899-1947. He led a notorious gang called the Chicago Outfit during the prohibition, which is when alcohol was illegal. He was eventually caught by the police and went to a famous prison called Alcatraz.
The Tunnels in a Novel
The tunnels have been included in a novel about a girl who travels back in time to the 1920’s called “Tunnels of Time. A Moose Jaw Adventure” by Mary Harelkin Bishop
Tours
The tunnels are a highly famous tourist attraction that provide guided, theatrical tours by actors who work at the tunnels. There are 2 main underground passages, that both take about 50 minutes each.
Conclusion
The Moose Jaw tunnels are important to Candain history because they tell stories about people’s secrets and hard times in the past. Long ago, many Chinese workers came to Canada to help build railways. But they were treated unfairly. Some had to hide under Moose Jaw to stay safe. Their story reminds us why fairness matters today.
They also show that workers in the past had to be in dark, dangerous places. Some people still work in dangerous conditions today. This shows how life could be tough in the past. We loved learning about the tunnels because it is a part of history people can still visit today.
